
Hundred and Ninety-two Illustrations. Octavo. Price net
$4.00. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's Son & Company, 1012
Walnut Street.

This latest addition of Gowers' standard "Manual of Nervous
Diseases" will be welcomed by the profession. The changes in
the present volume bring it up to the more recent acquisitions
in the department of neurology. The author has apparently
accepted in full in this edition the later theories of the neuron
and has added a chapter on the general constitution of the
nervous system, in which the neuron theory and its history
are elucidated. The additions are found, moreover, in every
portion of the work and aggregate a total of seventy-six pages
in excess of that of the prior edition. An appendix on the
muscle spindle, by Dr. F. E. Batten concludes the text. The
index is only moderately complete, but as this is the first
volume this can be made more satisfactory when the finished
work appears.

This revised edition of the work will, beyond question, con-
tinue its deserved reputation as one of the leading recent
manuals of diseases of the nervous system in our language.
It is so generally thorough in its treatment of the subjects
that the very few places where it might be more full and com¬

plete without unduly expanding beyond the normal compass
are hardly worth mention. It might be rivaled by other recent
publications as a student's textbook, but as a manual and
reference work for the practitioner it is unsurpassed.

Bulletin of the Ohio Hospital for Epileptics. Vol. I,
Nos. 2 and 3. Published by the Hospital: Gallipolis, Ohio.

Excepting a brief introductory with statistics and remarks
by the superintendent, Dr. H. C. Rutter, the whole of this num-
ber of the "Bulletin" is by the pathologist, Dr. A. P. Ohlmacher.
The memoirs are all pathologic reports, fully detailed, with
critical discussions of the conditions found, their etiology and
relations to the epilepsy in the clinical history. The conclud-
ing paper alone, a short one, deals with the comparative path-
ology of tumors as illustrated by certain marked growths in
the lower animals.

One of the most important memoirs here published is that
on the lymphatic constitution in idiopathic epilepsy, in which
Dr. Ohlmacher maintains his views previously published on the
importance of persistent thymic and general lympathic hyper-
plasia as having a probable morphologic and casual relation to
the disease. In this publication he reports five cases\p=m-\addi-
tional to those previously published\p=m-\ofgenuine grand mal,
presenting the anomalies mentioned above, and being the most
typical examples of idiopathic epilepsy out of nineteen epilep¬
tics examined post-mortem.

In all respects the "Bulletin" is a credit to the institution
and to the state that gives it its support.

Archives of Neurology and Psychopathology, Vol. I, No.
4, 1898. State Hospital Press: Utica, N. Y.

This issue of this scientific medical serial is practically a

monograph on acromegaly, one hundred and ninety-four of its
two hundred and fifty pages being devoted to the subject. The
principal article, that of Dr. Harlow Brooks, is noticed edi-
torially in this issue of the Journal, and further mention of
its contents can therefore be dispensed with here.

The other memoirs are, one a collateral subject, the distor-
tion of the optic chasm in a case of acromegaly, by Dr. Ward
Holden; one that might be considered in a sense collateral, on

the normal dimensions of the pituitary fossa by Dr. Ales Herd-
licka, and one, a preliminary psychologic study of a case of
amnesia. The issue is a valuable one and maintains the stand-
ard set in this publication.

Transactions of the American Microscopical Society.
Edited by the Secretary. Twenty-first annual meeting held at
Syracuse, New York, Aug. 30, 31 and Sept. 1, 1898. Volume
XX. Lincoln, Neb. Issued May, 1899.

This handsome volume of transactions contains several papers
of medical interest, some of which have already been noticed

editorially in the Journal. Still other short medical papers
are those on "The Micrometry of the Human Red-Blood Cor-
puscles," by Frank Judson Parker; "On Feeding Some Insects
with Cultures of Comma or Cholera Bacilli," by R. L. Maddox;
"Questions in Regard to the Diphtheria Bacilli," by M. A.
Veeder, and "Medical Microscopy," by A. A. Young. There are.
of course, the lengthier memoirs on biology and natural history
themes with elaborate illustrations. The volume is, on all
these accounts, evidently a valuable contribution to scientific-
literature.

Deaths and Obituaries.
W. N. Ayers, M.D., of Wichita, Kans., died at the home of

his son, in that city, August 30, aged S8 years. Dr. Ayers.
was also an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church, and.
was at one time a member of the Illinois legislature.

Thomas J. Douglass, M.D., died at his home in Ottumwa,
Iowa, September 2, aged 72 years. He M'as graduated from the
University of Pennsylvania in 18.53 and from Western Reserve
College in 1854, and began practicing his profession in Ottum¬
wa in 1855. He was president of the Wapello County Medical
Society and a member of the DesMoines Valley and the Iowa
State medical associations.

John M. Gray, M.D., of Noblesville, Ind., died at the home·
of his daughter, in that city, August 28, aged 63 years. He-
was surgeon of the 39th Indiana during the Civil War, and dis¬
tinguished himself by the skill and success of his work.

Julius Hall, M.D., University of Maryland, 1841, of Upper
Marlboro, Md., died at the home of his daughter, in that city,
September 4, aged 80 years. He had been a practitioner for
over 57 years.

George W. King, M.D., Pendleton, Oregon, died August 23,.
of cerebral embolism. He was a graduate of the Ohio Medical
College, and a prominent medical figure in the Pacific north¬
west. He was 55 years of age.

Augustus deLoffre, M.D., surgeon and major U. S.  ., died
September 3, at Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas. He
was born in France and was appointed from Louisiana in 1874.
His last post was the U. S. Barracks, Columbus, Ohio.

M. A. Mosher, M.D., Austin, 111., died September 12, aged
80 years. He was graduated from the University of Michigan,
and had practiced medicine at Appleton, Berlin and Milwaukee,
Wis. During the Civil War he served as surgeon in the 20th
Wisconsin Infantry.

Timothy H. O'Neill, M.D., of Providence, R. L, a graduate
of Maynooth College, Dublin, and of the New York Medical Col¬
lege, died at his home, August 29. He was at one time sur¬

geon-general of the 5th Battalion of Infantry, Rhode Island
regiment.

Matthias J. Pennybacker, M.D., died in Philadelphia, Aug¬
ust 29, aged 48 years. He was an alumnus of the University
of Pennsylvania, class of 1876.

John H. Tii.ford, M.D., Windom, Minn., died September 7,
after an operation for appendicitis. He was graduated from
the Northwestern Christian University (Butler College) and
the Indiana Medical College. He served through the Civil War
as assistant surgeon of the 79th Indiana.

J. F. Wade, M.D., College of Physicians and Surgeons, Balti¬
more, 1884, of Arlington, Neb., died in that cit}', September 3,
of heart failure. He was surgeon of the Fremont & Elkhorn
Valley R.R.

William F. Trout, M.D., of McConnelsburg, Pa., died in that
city from the effects of gangrene, September 7, aged 66 years.
He was graduated from Jefferson Medical College in 1856, and
was a surgeon during the Civil War. He also practiced for
several years in Egypt and Palestine.

P. M. Hobbs, M.D., of Wymore, Neb., September 4.
. . .

Webster
B. Johnson, M. D., of Savanna, Iowa, August 31, aged 25 years.
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. . .

.Robert J. McClure, M.D., of Sandy Lake, Pa., September
3, aged 68 years.... William Rubey, M.D., of Macon, Mo.,
August 31... .Arnold Vogt, M.D., of Fort Madison, Iowa, Sep¬
tember 2, aged 90 years.

deaths abroad.
S. Herxheimer, M.D., a prominent dermatologist of Frank¬

furt, Germany.... F. Gonzalez del Valle, professor of surgery
at Havana for over sixty years.

. .

. H. Klotz, professor of gyne¬
cology at Innsbruck.

Miscellany.
Mechanics and Physiology of Bicycling.—The chief ad¬

vantage of biej'cling over gymnastic exercises, according to
Siegfried of Nauheim, is that it develops the attention and in¬
nervation, and this central activity is of a great hygienic and
therapeutic value.—Deutsche Med. Woch., No. 33.

Patal Hemorrhage from Lesion of an Intercostal Artery.
—The artery at the point of the injury (stab) was only .5
mm. in diameter, but the aspiration of the blood at each ex¬

piration prevented the formation of a clot and led to fatal
hemorrhage, the first case of the kind on record. Suture of
the pleura would probably have prevented the intrapleural
effusion.—Beitrage  . Min. Chir., xxii, 2.

Jejunostomy.—Maydl claims that the indications for jeju-
nostomy are as comprehensive as for gastroenterostomy, and he
prefers it in case of ulcus ventriculi and duodenal stenosis.
He adopts Kunn's suggestion of a Y-implantation of the central
in the periphereal end to control the bile and pancreas secre¬

tion. Twenty-two cases are tabulated in the Mitth. a. d.
Grenz., No. 4.

Injury to Abdomen Without External Wounds.—Eichel
concludes, from the study of several observations, the urgent
necessity of the immediate transportation to the hospital
of every person injured in the abdomen, even without external
wounds, without waiting for the classic symptoms of peri¬
tonitis. The case can then be supervised and operated on as

soon as the pulse increases out of proportion to the body
temperature.—Beilrage  . Min. Chir., xxii, 1.

Extrauterine Pregnancies.—A patient succumbing to peri¬
tonitis in the supposed sixth month of pregnancy was found to
have a fetus 51 cm. long, in the left tube, surrounded by evi¬
dences of a fetus developed to term in some previous pregnancy,
macerated and partially absorbed. As this left tube showed no

traces of a corpus luteum, and as its connection with the uterus
was entirely obliterated, the fecundated ovum must have been
derived from the right tube.—Arch. f. Gyn., Iviii, 1.

Philadelphia Mortality Statistics.—The number of deaths
occuring in Philadelphia during the week ending September 9
was 405, a decrease of 132 over the corresponding week of last
year and an increase of 69 over that of last week. The prin¬
cipal causes of death were: Apoplexy 17, nephritis 24, cancer
11, cholera infantum 29, tuberculosis 59, heart disease 29,
pneumonia 17, septicemia 6, suicide 4, sunstroke 1 ; infectious
diseases: typhoid fever 7, diphtheria 15, cerebrospinal menin¬
gitis 1.

Physiology of the Handwriting.—Recent research by
Java! has established that the most rapid and even hand¬
writing, written with the least effort, is obtained with the
paper sloping to the left at about the same angle as the slope
•of the handwriting, the wrist making the motions rather than
the fingers, the arm pivoting on the elbow, each line thus an
arc of a large circle, and no dots or crosses inserted until the
page is reread. He adds that physiology sheds a bright light
on expert study of the handwriting. The advantages to be
derived from a sloping handwriting were divined from the

earliest ages, as evidenced for instance, by the famous "Mesa
Stela" in the Louvre.—Bulletin de l'Académie de Med,, July 18.

Predisposition to Infection Induced by Lesions of the
Tissues.—Extensive experimental tests .of the influence of liga¬
tures, crushing the tissues and other injuriesv on the develop¬
ment of bacteria introduced into wounds at Tavel's bactério¬
logie institute at Berne, have resulted in establishing the ad¬
vantages to be derived from moist asepsis in treating wounds,
and the necessity of avoiding ligatures of muscles and crush¬
ing of the tissues during operations. Tetanus spores intro¬
duced into wounds did not produce infection, unless the muscles
had been ligated, in which case the disturbances in the circul¬
ation favored the germination of the spores and development
of the bacilli.—CU. f. Ghir.

United Twins.—An unsuccessful attempt has been made to
separate the six-year-old "Rosalina and Maria Sisters," the
interesting case of xyphopagism mentioned in the Journal of
August 12. We also reproduce an etching of the twins from
the Brazil Medico. Repeated examinations in medical circles
had convinced every one that the twins were distinct and could
easily be separated. Radiographs, after ingestion of bismuth,
enabled the entire alimentary canal to be traced in each as in

a normal subject, while the connecting band cast no shadow.
But the incision revealed a peritoneum in common and a single
continuous liver, forming a flattened lobe 4 cm. thick and 10
cm. wide occupying the second upper quarter of the connecting
band. There were no indications of a septum of any kind,
and intervention by operation was abandoned. In other re¬

spects the organs of each were found apparently independent.
The twins move around easily, one walking backward, but can

only lie on one side with comfort.
Seasickness.—A physician on one of the North German

Lloyd steamers has contrived an apparatus to register the
movements of the ship, described in the Wiener Klin. Woch.
of July 27. It records that the ship sometimes rose perpen¬
dicularly a distance of 13 meters, at times as rapidly as 2
meters in a second. Ach, the inventor, considers seasickness
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